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Reagan’s Cuts in *’ 
Men@. Health Budget i 
To the Editor: 

-, 

“Shoot. flrst-ask ‘. questions : 
later”.‘may be. part of: the! fop.., 
art of Western America, but it . 
hrgS. W+t~eMwe, aqa prexristlo~ . 
for government. The political 
~pularlty of Governor Reagan 
81,1gg@f. that4 his: policies. ln+; 
Caiifornla have a potential na- 
tlonal , signlflcance,., that ‘ war- 
rants giving them more pubhq _ 
exposure than they have so far . 
,recejved .outslde that state. 

I refer especially now to the, 
.budgct. cuts of $17,000,000 in: 
Cailfbrnla~s mental hygiene_ , 
program that have been ln:. 
voked in the name of economy.,S. ’ 
Governor Reagan certainly did ., 
not conceal his conservative 
outlook on-?&e f@ancla.l responl 

gue that he has had the most 
powerful electoral mandate to -, 
economize in. government. How-, 
ever, the most pessimistic of’, 
his opponents might be sur- I 
prlsed at the precipitous way ln , 
which these economies are be: 
ing implemented. 

There ,has been ample testi-. 
mony that the staff reductions 
now proposed will result ln tan- 
gible inhumanities to a whole 
range of patients in state lnsti- 
tutions, from mentally retarded u; 
children to alcoholics and senile. 
psychotics. Particularly puz:. 
zllng- is the priority given. to, 
Iopplng the outpatient care fa- 
clllties started ln several corn-. 
munlties, which have already.. 
saved hundreds of patients from‘ 
being committed to institutions.. 

Governor Reagan has justi-, 
fidd the cuts on- the grounds,. 
tTiat new drugs. might reduce 
the patient load ln the lnstltu-. 
tions. There has not, however, 
been any comprehensive study’ - 
of the way in wblch new techq. 
nlques could be used to make-, 
possible, for the flrst time, a 
program of mental health that i 
meets minimum standards of, 
human concern within an 
achievable budget. 

tb 
The Governor has promised* 

relent, after the fact, if -a. 
deterioration of standards iS _ 
provable. This is exactly the, 
‘IshOot first” policy, which is; 
unworthy of. the governor of - 
a great state. It will .be a-sad* 
refiectlon indeed if it proves to. _._ - 

i2 

be a qualification for high. Of-, 
fke of a.n aspirant for the Pres-. . 
$dency of theItn&t~d~~,, 

Professor of Genetics. .I I ’ 


